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Unheard Voices: A Faithful Democracy 

Toolkit 

With one of the most historic and impactful elections less than a year away, our democracy is not ready. 

Cynicism permeates the national attitude: Americans are questioning the value of our vote, the integrity 

of our elections, and the interests that our elected officials serve. While public trust in our current system 

is diminishing, our faith in the promise of democracy remains steadfast.  The Faithful Democracy coalition 

sees the year ahead as a unique and hopeful opportunity. Our statement of principles, outlined in the 

Voters Covenant, calls for reforms that ensure our democracy will truly reflect our national ideals. 

 

What role should Faith play in Politics?  

Democracy is more than a political system.  How society is governed and self-organized speaks directly to 

how we form community and value members of that community.  A faithful democracy reflects a 

commitment to the equal value of each person. In the words of Theodore Parker, “Democracy means not 

‘I am as good as you are,’ but ‘You are as good as I am.’”  

The democratic process requires trust in the 

development of each individual conscience.  

Faith in humanity means believing that 

individual growth and responsibility benefit 

the common good and that such 

development is possible for each of us.  

Justice, equity and compassion in human 

relations point us to collective responsibility 

within the larger community. Treating 

people with dignity and value has systemic 

implications--and in a democracy that 

means having a voice and a forum to be 

heard.   

A democracy without faith is just a machine without power. Nothing 

can make it function except faith in itself, in the ordinary man and 

woman. (Eleanor Dark) 
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The Unheard Voices toolkit  

This multi-faith toolkit is meant to guide parishioners, congregants, groups, and individuals of goodwill 

invested in creating a democracy that reflects our ideals.  Voting is crucial, but also is only a small part of 

being a citizen.  Unheard Voices: A Faithful Democracy Toolkit is for people ready to take a hard and 

faithful look at the state of our democracy and the necessary steps to create a truly democratic system.  

A new chapter of Unheard Voices will be released every two months leading up to the 2020 election to 

highlight a key aspect of our democracy that urgently needs attention or reform.   

The faith community has played an important role in democratic reforms since the founding of our nation 

and provides a unique perspective.  For people of faith, creating a fairer, more representative democracy 

should always be the goal.  These ideals are spelled out clearly in our foundational documents--even as 

we have historically fallen short of living them out as a nation.  The Voters Covenant articulates these 

values, which also reflect the spirit of the faith community and go beyond partisan narratives.  They speak 

to deeper truths of the inherent worth and dignity of every person.   

Each chapter of the Unheard Voices Toolkit will briefly explain the history of the issue at play, the current 

democratic impacts, what’s at stake and how to fix it.  This toolkit is designed for use by religious groups 

and classes, individuals and faith leaders to learn and mobilize around the given issue.  This resource is 

meant to paint a clear picture of the issues at play, what steps to take--legislatively and otherwise--and 

additional ways to engage. 

 

Unheard Voices Toolkit Series 

 Voting Rights and Disenfranchisement (November 2019) 

 Money In Politics – the Root of All Evil (January 2020) 

 Census 2020: Part 1 Laying the Democratic Foundation (March 2020) 

 Census 2020: Part 2 Gerrymandering – Tipping the Scales (May 2020) 

 Democratic Engagement and Civic Discourse (July 2020) 

 Elections: Vigilance and Participation (September 2020) 
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