The first session of the 118 Congress stands out as a year of abject leg-
islative failure. It was a year of squandered opportunity, petty infight-
ing, and deep frustration. The norms of the system — civility and good-
will at minimum to members of one’s own party — have vanished. The
problem did not start this year; rather, institutional norms have slowly
eroded dating back to the speakership of Newt Gingrich and the gov-
ernment shutdowns of 1995 and 1996. The Trump administration accel-
erated this decay in Washington leading directly to the insurrection of
January 6 and an attempted overthrow of the 2020 election.

In the GOP-controlled House of Representatives, we most clearly see
the schism in the Republican party — between institutionalists, who
respect traditional norms and recognize the need to compromise, and
radicals, who view compromise as weakness and act with little regard
for the institution or their fellow Republicans. Then-Speaker McCarthy
lost his speakership as a direct result of passing a bipartisan continuing
resolution with the support of Democrats in September. Compromise is
the enemy for House conservatives, regardless of the chaos that would
result from policy failure. Chaos is a key tactic and desired outcome.

It is worth noting that these radical members are working very closely
with former President Trump in the lead-up to the 2024 election. Many
are on record as election deniers and supporters of the insurrection. The
former president urged these House Republicans to replace McCarthy in

September, ultimately praising the nomination of ally Rep. Mike Johnson
— who led the effort in the House to reverse Trump’s 2020 election loss.

The first session of a new Congress is typically when work gets done
before the election cycle begins. Unlike previous congressional terms,
the 2024 elections have been front and center in the House from day
one. House legislative efforts have relentlessly attacked immigrants
and U.S. asylum laws, voting rights, and the LGBTQ+ community. There
have been calls for book bans and ending diversity initiatives, attacks
on the Internal Revenue Service as they actively work to ensure wealthy
taxpayers pay their taxes, and drastic cuts on all key anti-poverty pro-
grams including WIC, SNAP, healthcare, Social Security, Title One school
funding, housing vouchers, and so much more.

House conservatives herald cuts to poverty programs as necessary
austerity measures. The great irony is that the same House conservatives
proposing to take food from babies are poised to spend billions of dollars
for more tax cuts for the wealthy and corporations on top of the $2 trillion
spent under President Trump’s Tax Cuts and Jobs Act passed in 2017.

Congress, due toinaction in the House, has pushed all decisions on ma-
jor legislation into 2024, making this the most non-productive, dysfunc-
tional Congress in the modern era. The House of Representatives com-
pletely failed in their responsibility to the American people. As always,
the high cost of inaction falls hardest on the most vulnerable among us.
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This joint resolution disapproves the District of Columbia’s
Council approval of the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022.
The Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022 (RCCA) is the prod-
uct of 16 years of research, an expert commission, 51 public
meetings, extensive public feedback, and robust negotiation.
The RCCA is a comprehensive revision of D.Cs 122-year-old
criminal code aimed primarily at modernization, including a
few significant reforms.

Passed 81-14, March 8, 2023; enacted March 20
as Public Law No: 118-1

This bill enacted a compromise reached by House Republicans
and President Biden to avert an impending fiscal crisis relat-
ed to the statutory debt limit. In exchange for the continued
solvency of the federal government sought by Democrats, Re-
publicans secured across-the-board cuts to federal spending,
ending Biden’s suspension of student loan repayments, adding
new work requirements for SNAP and TANE reinstituting the
statutory debt limit after the 2024 elections, and more.

Passed 63-36, June 1, 2023; enacted June 3
as Public Law No: 118-5

The continuing resolution (CR) prevented an October 2023
government shutdown, providing government funding through
November 17, 2023. It also provided emergency funding for
disaster relief and extended several immigration-related pro-
grams. It extended several expiring programs and authorities af-
fecting many of our organizational priority areas, including the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC), several Federal Aviation Administration
programs, Federal Drug Administration user fees for animal
drug applications, and several public health and hunger reme-
diation programs.

Passed 88-9 on September 30, 2023; enacted September 30
as Public Law No: 118-15
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With a “laddered approach” to funding expiration dates in 2024
spearheaded by Speaker Johnson to avoid a second govern-
ment shutdown, this legislation provides continuing funding
for federal agencies. The act also extends several expiring pro-
grams and authorities, including programs authorized by the
2018 Farm Bill and several public health programs. The first
deadline is Jan. 19, 2024, when funding for agencies covered by
the Agriculture, Energy-Water, Military Construction-VA and
Transportation-HUD bill expire. Funding for all other agen-
cies expires Feb. 2, 2024.

Passed 87-11 November 15, 2023; enacted on November 16
and became Public Law No: 118-22

ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Despite the lack of accomplishments in Congress in 2023,
NETWORK’s Build Anew agenda still made progress — on the
strength of the Biden administration’s steady efforts to use its
executive and regulatory authority to protect our nation’s most
vulnerable communities. Here are a few examples:

e Lifting families out of poverty. NETWORK voiced its support
to proposed regulations to
— Extend access to overtime pay to hundreds of thousands of
workers in low-paying jobs
— Demand minimum staffing levels in Medicaid and Medi-
care-funded nursing homes to make them safer for residents
and workers alike.
® Humane immigration policies. Other Biden administration
regulatory efforts
— Overturned malicious Trump regulations that punished immi-
grants for accepting federal benefits to which they were legally
entitled
— Will guarantee protections for farmworkers and other tempo-
rary foreign workers with H-1 and 2 visas.

¢ Advancing environmental justice. The Administration tackled

environmental wrongs that especially harm Black, Brown,
Native American and other struggling communities, with
actions to

— Reduce children’s lead exposure

— Again reversing terrible Trump era rules, limit mercury pollution

that especially harms pregnant individuals
— Remove copper and lead from drinking water.

® Economic security for vulnerable people. Other 2023 Ad-
ministration executive actions will
- Expand student debt relief
— Curtail junk fees in health, banking, and travel
— Reduce prescription drug prices.
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Disapproval Resolution of the
District of Columbia Council
Action in Approving the Revised
Criminal Code Act of 2022
NETWORK Position: Nay

Fiscal Responsibility Act (Debt
Ceiling)
NETWORK Position: Yea

Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act
NETWORK Position: Yea

Further Continuing
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Extensions Act

NETWORK Position: Yea

KEY TO VOTES

+ voted with NETWORK
- voted against NETWORK

o did not vote and not
reflected in the
Member's score

| inactive/not in office

* Member didn't serve full term

CA: Member died on September 29, 2023.
Gov. Newsom appointed Laphonza Butler
as replacment on October 1, 2023.

NE: Member resigned from office on
January 8, 2023. Gov. Pillen appointed Pete
Ricketts as replacement on January 12.



HOUSE VOTES

Disapproval Resolution of the District of Columbia
Council Action in Approving the Revised Criminal
Code Act (H.J. Resolution 26) — Vote #119

This joint resolution disapproves the District of Columbia’s Council
approval of the Revised Criminal Code Act of 2022 (RCAA). The
RCCA is the product of years of research, an expert commission,
public meetings, extensive public feedback, and robust negotiation.
It is a comprehensive revision of D.Cls 122-year-old criminal code
aimed primarily at modernization.

Passed 250-173, February 9; enacted March 20 as Public Law No: 118-1

Secure the Border Act (H.R.2) -
2 Vote #209

This bill would have made significant changes to asylum law, in-
cluding imposing limits on asylum eligibility and requiring em-
ployers to use an electronic system to verify the employment eli-
gibility of new employees. H.R. 2 separates families at the border
and would hold unaccompanied children in jail-like conditions.
It criminalizes immigrant children and their families, and harms
faith-based organizations by restricting their ability to serve.
Failed 219-213, September 29 (in original CR attempt, associated

to H.R.1163 - Protecting Taxpayers and Victims of Unemployment
Fraud Act by H.R.383)

Fiscal Responsibility Act (H.R.3726) -
3 Vote #243

This bill enacted a compromise reached by House Republicans
and President Biden to avert a fiscal crisis related to the statutory
debt limit. In exchange for the continued solvency of the federal
government, Republicans secured across-the-board cuts to federal
spending, ending Biden’s suspension of student loan repayments,
adding new work requirements for SNAP and TANE reinstituting
the statutory debt limit after the 2024 elections, and more.

Passed 314-117, May 31; enacted June 3 as Public Law No: 118-5

Department of Homeland Security Appropriations
Act (H.R.4367) - Vote #505

Appropriations for the Department of Homeland Security for the
fiscal year 2024 would provide $62.8 billion in base discretion-
ary funds, which is $2.1 billion more than 2023. This bill would
eliminate temporary fixes to asylum programs, increase patrols,
detentions, and deportations across the US-Mexico border, as
well as mandatory GPS monitoring of immigrants. It resurrects
construction of the failed border wall, slashes funding for human-
itarian programs and the Family Reunification Task Force, and
removes oversight for immigrant detention facilities. The bill also
defunds all diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts within DHS and
rejects funding for emergency shelters and processing centers.
Passed 220-208, September 28
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Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
5 Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act (H.R.4368) — Vote #507

Appropriations for Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies programs for fiscal
year 2024. The bill would have cut domestic spending to levels
well below the Fiscal Responsibility Act (FRA) agreement and
endangered critical services for the American people. It would
have drastically cut funding for WIC, preventing women, in-
fants, and children from receiving the nutrition they need. It
would have threatened the health and safety of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and Intersex Americans, and
allowed discrimination against same-sex married partners. It
would have hindered climate change clean energy and efficiency
initiatives, especially in rural areas. And finally, it would have
prevented the Administration from promoting diversity, equity,
and inclusion programs.

Failed 191-237, September 28

Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions
Act (H.R.5860) — Vote #513

The continuing resolution (CR) prevented an October 2023 gov-
ernment shutdown, providing government funding through No-
vember 17, 2023. It also provided emergency funding for disaster
relief and extended several immigration-related programs. It ex-
tended several expiring programs and authorities affecting many
of our organizational priority areas, including the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC), several Federal Aviation Administration programs, Fed-
eral Drug Administration user fees for animal drug applications,
and several public health and hunger remediation programs.
Passed 335-91, September 30; enacted September 30 as Public Law
No: 118-15

Extensions Act (H.R.6363) — Vote #658

With a “laddered approach” to funding expiration dates in 2024
spearheaded by Speaker Johnson to avoid a second government
shutdown, this legislation provides continuing funding for fed-
eral agencies. The act also extends several expiring programs
and authorities, including programs authorized by the 2018
Farm Bill and several public health programs. The first funding
deadline is Jan. 19, 2024, when funding for agencies covered by
the Agriculture, Energy-Water, Military Construction-VA and
Transportation-HUD bills expire. Funding for all other agencies
expires Feb. 2, 2024.

Passed 336-95, November 14; enacted November 16 as Public Law
No: 118-22

Further Continuing Appropriations and Other
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Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act
NETWORK Position: Nay

Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act
NETWORK Position: Nay

Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions
NETWORK Position: Yea

Further Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act
7 NETWORK Position: Yea
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NEW YORK (CONT.)

Meng (D)
Molinaro (R)
Morelle (D)
Nadler (D)
Ocasio—Cortez (D)
Ryan Pat (D)
Santos (R)
Stefanik (R)
Tenney (R)

Tonko (D)

Torres, Ritchie (D)
Velazquez (D)
Williams, Brandon (R)

NORTH CAROLINA

Adams (D)
Bishop, Dan (R)
Davis, Don (D)
Edwards (R)
Foushee (D)
Foxx (R)
Hudson (R)
Jackson, Jeff (D)
Manning (D)
McHenry (R)
Murphy (R)
Nickel (D)

Ross (D)
Rouzer (R)

NORTH DAKOTA

Armstrong (R)

OHIO

Balderson (R)
Beatty (D)
Brown (D)
Carey (R)
Davidson (R)
Johnson, Bill (R)
Jordan (R)
Joyce, David (R)
Kaptur (D)
Landsman (D)
Latta (R)

Miller, Max (R)
Sykes (D)
Turner (R)
Wenstrup (R)

OKLAHOMA

Bice (R)
Brecheen (R)
Cole (R)
Hern (R)
Lucas (R)

OREGON

Bentz (R)
Blumenauer (D)
Bonamici (D)
Chavez-DeRemer (R)
Hoyle (D)

Salinas (D)
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PENNSYLVANIA
Boyle (D)
Cartwright (D)
Dean (D)
Deluzio (D)
Evans (D)
Fitzpatrick (R)
Houlahan (D)
Joyce, John (R)
Kelly, Mike (R)
Lee, Summer (D)
Meuser (R)
Perry (R)
Reschenthaler (R)
Scanlon (D)
Smucker (R)

Thompson, Glenn (R)

Wild (D)
RHODE ISLAND
Amo (D)
Cicilline (D)
Magaziner (D)
SOUTH CAROLINA
Clyburn (D)
Duncan (R)
Fry (R)
Mace (R)
Norman (R)
Timmons (R)
Wilson, Joe (R)
SOUTH DAKOTA
Johnson, Dusty (R)
TENNESSEE
Burchett (R)
Cohen (D)
DesJarlais (R)
Fleischmann (R)
Green (R)
Harshbarger (R)
Kustoff (R)
Ogles (R)
Rose (R)
TEXAS
Allred (D)
Arrington (R)
Babin (R)
Burgess (R)
Carter, John (R)
Casar (D)
Castro (D)
Cloud (R)
Crenshaw (R)
Crockett (D)
Cuellar (D)
De LaCruz (R)
Doggett (D)
Escobar (D)
Ellzey (R)
Fallon (R)
Fletcher (D)
Garcia, Sylvia (D)
Gonzales, Tony (R)

Gonzalez, Vicente (D)

Gooden (R)
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TEXAS (CONT.)
Granger (R)
Green Al (D)
Hunt (R)
Jackson, Ronny (R)
Jackson Lee (D)
Luttrell (R)
McCaul (R)
Moran (R)

Nehls (R)

Pfluger (R)

Roy (R)

Self (R)

Sessions (R)

Van Duyne (R)
Veasey (D)

Weber (R)
Williams, Roger (R)

UTAH
Curtis (R)

Maloy (R)
Moore, Blake (R)
Owens (R)
Stewart (R)

VERMONT
Balint (D)

VIRGINIA
Beyer (D)

Cline (R)
Connolly (D)
Good (R)
Griffith (R)
Kiggans (R)
McClellan (D)
Scott, Robert (D)
Spanberger (D)
Wexton (D)
Wittman (R)

WASHINGTON
DelBene (D)

Gluesenkamp Perez (D)

Jayapal (D)
Kilmer (D)
Larsen (D)
Newhouse (R)
Rodgers (R)
Schrier (D)
Smith, Adam (D)
Strickland (D)
WEST VIRGINIA
Miller, Carol (R)
Mooney (R)
WISCONSIN
Fitzgerald (R)
Gallagher (R)
Grothman (R)
Moore, Gwen (D)
Pocan (D)
Steil Bryan (R)
Tiffany (R)
Van Orden (R)
WYOMING
Hageman (R)
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HOUSE VOTES
SCORED

B NETWORK Position: Yea

118" Congress — 1° Session

Disapproval Resolution
of the District of
Columbia Council
Action in Approving
the Revised Criminal
Code Act

NETWORK Position: Nay

Secure the Border
NETWORK Position: Nay

Fiscal Responsibility Act

Department of
Homeland Security
Appropriations Act
NETWORK Position: Nay

Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and
Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act
NETWORK Position: Nay

H Continuing
Appropriations and

Other Extensions
NETWORK Position: Yea

Further Continuing
Appropriations and

Other Extensions Act
NETWORK Position: Yea

KEY TO VOTES

voted with NETWORK
voted against NETWORK

did not vote and not
reflected in the
Member's score

inactive/not in office

* Member didn't serve full term



el

nate Asirwatham of NETWORK Government Relations; Sr. Susan Wilcox, CSJ Morris of NETWORK Communications; Chelsea Puckett of NETWORK Grassroots
Mobilization; Sr. Alicia Zapata, RSM; and Sr. Karen Burke, CSJ visit Capitol Hill to deliver a sign-on letter on immigration in September. Photo: Catherine Gillette

H N A VY A VA N

ADVOCATES FOR JUSTICE, INSPIRED BY CATHOLIC SISTERS

Founded by Catholic Sisters in 1972, in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council,

NETWORK is an inclusive, national, Catholic advocacy organization open to

all who share our values, working to achieve equity and justice for everyone.

Grounded in Gospel values and the Catholic social justice tradition, NETWORK

transforms our society by shaping federal policies that achieve racial, economic,
and social justice; serve the common good; and honor the dignity of all.

820 First Street NE, Suite 350, Washington, DC 20002
202-347-9797 | info@networklobby.org | networklobby.org
facebook.com/NETWORKLobby | twitter.com/NETWORKLobby | instagram.com/network_lobby



